Course Log Description
The course logs are to be well-constructed essays, relating phenomena we’ve talked about in class.  These essays should be two to three (typed, double-spaced) pages where the ability to write concisely and clearly is paramount.  I’m not worried so much about how long the papers are, but rather the quality of the content.  Please do not worry about creating a title page or bibliography, putting your PID on the top corner will do fine – these are not formal research manuscripts.  That doesn’t mean you can get sloppy with the grammar or the facts.
For each of these logs, you are asked to: a) identify a topic from the lecture/text, b) accurately define/introduce the topic, and c) provide an example from your own life or the media.  It is very important that in your definitions and examples, you are thorough and describe the example clearly.
Pretend that I don’t know as much as I do – treat your audience for this paper as someone who is unfamiliar with psychology.  Have someone who isn’t in the class read over it – do they understand the concept?  If so, you’ve done well.  If not, you may need some revisions.
Feel free to be creative and ingenious with these logs…otherwise both you and I will become very bored with them.  This is an opportunity for you to find connections between the research that we read about and the life that you experience.  It is preferable that you attempt to find connections/examples from your own life but examples from the media are acceptable (I do ask that if you are going to use a cartoon that you attach a copy of it so that I understand it).
Grading

There are two course logs (due dates listed below).
You can receive either a 0, 10, 15, or 20 points for each of these.  A zero is given to a log that isn’t turned in or is so poor in quality that it doesn’t merit points.  10 points will be awarded to those course logs that are adequate but contains numerous errors or shows a lack of effort in its completion (i.e., it is obvious you cranked it out ten minutes before class).  15 points will be awarded to those course longs that are good but still have errors.  20 points will be awarded to a course log that is complete and accurate and shows both enthusiasm and creativity.

I cannot emphasize enough the importance of being accurate with both your description of the topic/concept and the example that you provide.

Due Dates
July 11th 
July 25th 
